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Can You Spot the Predator Next Door?
True Story, The Predator Next Door, Teaches Readers to Recognize Pedophiles and Other Predators, Plus Recover from The Betrayal
DALLAS – Feb. 12, 2009 – She led a charmed life as a mother, philanthropist, psychologist and businesswoman. Then, in a single day, that life came crashing down around Darlene Ellison when her ex-husband was arrested as a pedophile in an FBI sting operation. 


As Ellison found out the hard way in 2005, a pedophile could be lurking at the park, in the neighborhood, or even closer. Her riveting personal story is detailed in a new book titled The Predator Next Door: Detect, Protect and Recover from Betrayal, released today. 

When the FBI arrested her former husband of more than 10 years for being a child predator, Ellison and her two young children were devastated. Because her ex-husband – known locally as the “singing dentist” – had a high profile in the community, Ellison was thrust into the media spotlight. Despite her professional experience in psychology, she was unprepared for her feelings of fear, anger and betrayal.  


Ellison fought back, facing her demons and emerging stronger than before. Determined to help other families either avoid or recover from predators, she began learning everything she could. She spoke before women’s groups and churches about her experiences. She even courageously appeared on The Oprah Winfrey Show, 20/20, Dateline NBC and local television stations, answering difficult questions from the media. Ellison told the truth, refusing to give in to the shame and taboo that surrounds pedophilia – and that predators rely upon. 

Ellison brings this straight talk to The Predator Next Door, where she takes readers by the hand as a friend. Using clear, direct language, Ellison compassionately leads readers through her Betrayal Recovery journey of spiritual and emotional exercises and activities. 


“When my ex-husband was arrested, I was overcome by shock and emotionally paralyzed,” Ellison said. “People were saying terrible things, and the media frenzy was humiliating. But I had two young children depending on me. I quickly realized that I had a serious choice to make. I could let the angry feelings of betrayal rule my life, or I could focus on ways to change my life and my children’s lives for the better. This book is the result of that choice.

“I realized that there were a lot of people who were betrayed by my husband, aside from our family,” Ellison added. “The damage reverberated throughout the community, our church, and his dental practice. Everyone was shocked, frightened and hurt. Parents worried about their children. Everyone asked themselves the same questions: ‘Why didn’t I see it?’ ‘Could I have done something?’ ‘What can I do to prevent this from happening again?’ They needed a way to recover, too.”


Based on Ellison’s experiences and education from the FBI and other experts, The Predator Next Door is a guide to detection and protection for concerned parents. It is also a book for anyone who has ever felt the shame, humiliation or guilt that all betrayal brings its victims, whether that betrayal is infidelity, lies, theft and or something else. Each chapter ends in specific, practical exercises that Ellison used during her own journey of betrayal recovery. 


“Too often, we ignore that still, small voice inside of us,” Ellison said. “Through this book, I want to put people back in touch with their own strength and power to make good choices, avoid predators and protect their families.”

Published by HTA Books, The Predator Next Door is available for a list price of $14.95 at www.predatornextdoor.com and www.amazon.com.


To request a review copy or to arrange an interview, please contact Lesley Hensell at 817-797-0910 or lesley@promotesuccesspr.com. Publishing questions can be directed to publisher@htabooks.com. To arrange for Darlene Ellison to speak to your group, contact darlene@darleneellison.com. Photos and media materials are available at: http://www.tinyurl.com/predatorbook. 
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